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Background
Rwanda is one of the world’s poorest countries 

and the majority of its people depend on wood 

fuel as their primary energy source. Firewood is 

burned on traditional stoves, which are highly 

inefficient and produce harmful smoke. Accor-

ding to the World Bank only 0.5% of the popu-

lation had access to clean fuels and efficient 

technologies for cooking in 2016. 

Women and children are particularly affected 

by the unhealthy cooking environment. In ad-

dition to this, they spend an average 2-4 hours 

every day collecting wood. As in many other 

parts of Africa, the high demand for firewood 

is also a driver of deforestation in Rwanda.
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About the Project
Our partner DelAgua aims to tackle Rwanda‘s 

health and environmental problems head on 

and it is currently the largest stove distribu-

tion project of its kind in the world. 

The stoves not only reduce household air pol-

lution and cooking time, but also consume half 

as much wood as traditional cooking methods. 

The project works with the Rwanda Ministry of 

the Environment and the  Ministry of Health to 

employ community workers and involve them 

in distribution, household training and “after-

sales” support programs.
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600,000
households

>4,000
community 

workers

Key Facts

Location:    Rwanda
Project Type:   Household energy efficiency
Total Emission  
Reductions:   1,280,000t CO2
Project Standard:  CDM
Project Start Date:  August 2012



Quality Education
As children spend less time collecting wood, they have bet-

ter school attendance and improved education. Fuel cost sa-

vings can also be invested in school books.

Zero Hunger
The ease and speed of cooking on the new stoves enables 

households to cook more food, which improves nutrition. 

Extra free time can be spent cultivating land and improving 

crop yields.

No Poverty
The stoves use 50% less fuel, which in turn saves time. 

These financial and time savings improve general access to 

sustainable livelihoods and entrepreneurial opportunities.

Gender Equality
Women often spend much of their time gathering wood, ten-

ding the fire and cooking. The new stoves provide women and 

girls with more time for work, education and socializing. They 

benefit most from the reduction in household air pollution. 

Decent Work and Economic Growth
Thousands of Rwandans benefit from employment and skills 

training, improving livelihoods and creating economic oppor-

tunities. Savings on fuel purchase can be spent, building the 

local economy.

Climate Action
The stoves reduce carbon emissions  due to a higher efficiency 

and 50% less wood is required. Now, only twigs and tinder are 

needed.

Good Health and Well-Being
Less smoke reduces the occurance of lung disease. Easy ac-

cess to boiled water also reduces the risk of water borne di-

seases. The lack of open fires also reduces the risk of burns.
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Sustainable Development

While focusing on reducing greenhou-

se gas emissions, all our projects also 

generate multiple co-benefits.

The DelAgua project primarily impacts 

health, gender equality and the en-

vironment. But the project also has a 

plethora of secondary impacts that are 

created through the provision of the 

improved cookstoves.

Life on Land
Reducing wood consumption also reduces deforestation, pre-

serving crucial wildlife habitats. Rural communities can sustain 

themselves without encroaching onto forestry for firewood.
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Improved stove design
The DelAgua stove is designed to work for the 

reality of the lives of the families who use them. 

It uses wood, but just small pieces of twig and 

tinder, which rural families can gather without 

encroaching on forestry. Crucially the design of 

the stove increases thermal efficiency resulting 

in quicker cooking speeds and much lower fuel 

requirements. 

App-based monitoring technology
DelAgua’s technology allows each household 

and stove to be tracked and monitored to  

ensure optimum performance. This is achieved 

using a special smartphone app that scans and 

captures the unique stove barcode and mat-

ches this with household data so usage can 

be tracked accurately.
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Transforming lives through clean cooking
First Climate is an exclusive marketing partner 

with DelAgua. Primarily focusing on promoting 

clean cooking technology, DelAgua creates self-

sustaining programs that deliver health and envi-

ronmental benefits to some of the poorest peop-

le in the world. Through this partnership, our two 

companies have joined forces to market emission 

reductions from over 640,000 stoves. 

Being the largest cookstove program of its kind, 

the project addresses both critical climate and 

health challenges at scale and for the long term. 

First Climate is proud to contribute to this im-

pactful project which has so far benefitted 3.2 

million people. 
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